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LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
ON MAKING AMENDMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTS TO THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA LAW ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
Article 1. 
Remove the words “as well as” from Article 1.2 of the RA Law on Freedom of Information (HO-11) dated 23 September 2003 (hereinafter referred to as Law). 
Article 2. 
In Article 3 of the Law: 
1) Remove the words “as well as” from para 4;

2) Replace the words “and communication” in para 5 with the words “, communication and mass media”; 
3) Add the words “, electronic” in para 6 after the word “written”; 
4) Read para 7 as follows: 
“Publication - making the information available and accessible for population via official bulletins, mass media, internet and other means not prohibited by the legislation.”. 
Article 3. 
Read Article 4 of the Law as follows: 
Main principles of securing information freedom are: 

a) Legality, 

b) Preciseness, 

c) Non-discrimination;

d) Ensuring accessibility of information provision; 

e) Protection of the freedom to seek and get information; 

f) Publicity.
Article 4. Repeal void Article 5 of the Law. 
Article 5. In Article 6 of the Law: 
1) Replace the word “person” in para 1 with the word “individual”; 
2) Read para 2 as follows: 
“Every person shall have the right to use, transfer and disseminate information officially provided to him/her for any legal purpose and means.”. 
3) Replace the words “in cases foreseen by the Republic of Armenia Constitution and the Law” in para 3 with the words “only by the law on the grounds foreseen by the Republic of Armenia Constitution”. 
Article 6. In Article 7 of the Law:
1) Repeal void para 1;

2) Replace the words “related to his activity” in para 3 (1) with the words “under his authority”; 
3) Add the words “and its performance reports” after the word “budget” in para 3 (2); 
4) Add a new para 21 in para 3 (2) to read as follows: 
“21) Activity plans and their performance reports;” 
5) Remove words “lists of personnel, as well as” from para 3 (4); 
6) Remove words “policy of cost creation and” from para 3 (9); 
7) Repeal void para 10 (3); 
8) Replace the words “statistical and complete data” in para 3 (11) with the words “information on discussion”;
9) Repeal void para 3 (12); 
10) Remove the words “as well as receiving budgetary allocations (funding)” from Para 6 and add the words “21” after the word “2”  “budget”. 
Article 7. In Article 8 of the Law:
1) Add (6) in para 1 to read as follows: 
“6) It is rare and particularly valuable document of another collection or original of another cultural value protected in a procedure envisaged by the RA archive or legislation or is a document having inadequate preservation.”;
2) Add (4) in para 3 to read as follows:
“4) It is related to the applicant or another person and the applicant has consent of that person for collecting, storing, using or disseminating that information.”. 
Article 8. Read Article 9 of the Law to read as follows: 
“ Article 9. Procedure of Getting Information
1. Written, oral and electronic inquiries may be sent to information possessor with a view of seeking and/or getting information. 
The applicant shall not be obliged to justify the inquiry. 

2. Oral inquiry shall be provided to the managing official of information possessor or person responsible for freedom of information during the performance of his/her official duties. 
Written inquiry shall be provided or sent through mail to the address of information possessor. 
Electronic inquiry shall be sent at the business e-mail address of information possessor or person responsible for freedom of information. 
Written and electronic inquiries and their responses shall be registered in application processing procedure set forth by the legislation. 
3. Applicants having oral inquiries shall provide their name and surname beforehand. 
4. Response to oral inquiry shall be provided orally immediately after listening to the inquiry or in possibly short timeframes. 
Information shall be provided through oral inquiry when:
1) Information is related to the address of information possessor, business telephones, business e-mail, data of the person responsible for the respective area; 
2) Information is related to the availability of respective information with the information possessor; 
3) Information clarifies procedure and terms of receiving citizens by the information possessor. 
5. Person receiving oral inquiry may not answer at that moment if answering would hamper performance of his/her main responsibilities with the exception of cases stipulated under Article 8.3 of this Law. 
6. Written or electronic inquiry shall contain: 
1) Name, surname of the applicant, in case of a legal entity – its full name;
2) Address of the applicant (location of the legal entity) or address (including electronic) to which the applicant requests to send the answer;

3) Date of submitting the inquiry; 
4) Approximate description or registration data of requested information; 
5) In case of written inquiry – signature of the inquiring person and in case of legal persons – signature of its authorized representative; 
6) Type of medium on which the applicant prefers to receive information. 
7. Response to written or electronic inquiry shall be provided within the following timeframes: 
1) If information indicated in the inquiry is not publicized its duplicate (copy) shall be provided to the applicant within a 5-day period following the receipt of the inquiry; 
2) If information indicated in the inquiry is publicized, information about the medium, place and date of that publication shall be provided to the applicant within a 5-day period following the receipt of the inquiry; 
3) If additional work is necessary for the provision of information indicated in the inquiry  that information shall be provided to the applicant within a 30-day period following the receipt of the application and the applicant shall be informed about the reasons for delays and about the deadline of providing the information within a 5-day period following the receipt of application;

4¤ If it is necessary to make payment for the provision of information indicated in the inquiry then information shall be provided to the applicant within a 3-day period following the provision of the invoice and the applicant shall be informed about the amount and deadline of providing the information it in writing within a 5-day period following the receipt of application. 
8. Answers to written and electronic inquiries shall be provided on a medium indicated in the inquiry. If medium is not indicated and it is impossible to clarify for answering the inquiry within timeframes set forth by this Law or when it is impossible to copy (duplicate) the required medium to the medium indicated in the inquiry then answer to the written or electronic inquiry shall be provided on a medium more convenient for the information possessor. 
9. Written response shall be provided to the applicant on the letterhead of the information possessor in person or sent through mail, as for electronic response – it shall be sent through e-mail containing: 
1) Name of information possessor; 
2) Name, surname, title, business telephone and e-mail address of the person responding to the inquiry; 
3) Outgoing date and number of the response; 
4) Incoming date and number of the inquiry; 
5) Name, date, registration data of the attached material, in case of written response – also number of pages and in case of electronic response – also name of the file; 
6) In case of written response – signature of the person responding. 
10. If information indicated in the inquiry is not published the applicant may per his/her own will examine the information on the spot and take back his/her written inquiry. In this case information will not be provided to him/her on medium. 
11. If information possessor does not have the information sought or its provision is outside the frames of its responsibilities it shall inform the applicant about it in writing or through e-mail within a 5-day period following the receipt of his/her written or electronic application and if possible provide information on the location of information possessor (including archive) having the information sought. 
12. If information possessor does not have all the data on information sought it shall provide the applicant the data that it has and if possible in its written or electronic response indicate information on the location of information possessor (including archive) having the remaining data related to the information sought. 
13. If part of the requested information contains data provision of which is subject to refusal information shall be provided on the remaining part subject to separation. 
14. Response shall not be provided to written or electronic application, when: 
1) It does not contain all the data referred to under 6(1) - 6(5) of this Article; 
2) Amount defined for the provision of information is not paid within 10 days following the notification set forth under 7 (4) of this Article; 
3) Data of the author’s identity turn out to be false; 
4) It is second written application submitted by the same person for getting the same information within the last 6 months, with the exception of cases stipulated under Article 8.3 of this Law.”. 
Article 9. In Article 10 of the Law: 
1) Read para 1 as follows: 
“1. State duty shall be charged for the provision of information or its duplicate (copy) by state entities and state institutions in compliance with the RA Law on State Duties and local duty shall be charged for the provision of information or its duplicate (copy) by local self-governance entities and community institutions in compliance with the RA Law on Local Duties and Charges if not otherwise stipulated by the Law. 

Budgetary organizations may charge payments for the provision of information or its duplicate (copy) amounts of which may not be higher than the amount of state or local duty envisaged for the provision of similar information or its duplicate (copy) if not otherwise stipulated by the Law. 
If the requested information is on rare and particularly valuable document of another collection or original of another cultural value protected in a procedure envisaged by the RA archive or legislation then charges exceeding the amount stipulated for getting similar information or its duplicate (copy) may be levied for the provision of such information or its duplicate (copy) in a procedure established by the legislation.”.

2) Replace the words “The payment defined in the 1st clause of the current Article shall not be paid in the following cases:” in para 2 with the words “With the exception of cases stipulated by the Law duty or other payments shall not be charged for the provision of information by state and local self-governance entities, state institutions and budgetary organizations in the following cases;

4) Replace the word “2nd” in para 2 (4) with the word “1st” and add the words “or electronic” after the word “written”; 

5) Add (41) and (42) after  para 2 (4) to read as follows: 

“41) When information is related to the applicant as well as to personal, family rights, freedoms, responsibilities, right limitations or liability of the applicant natural person or that of his/her dependant, person being under his/her guardianship; 

42) When information is related to the names, surnames, education, profession, business telephones, business e-mail and other business addresses of officials of information possessor.”.

6) Read para 2 (5) as follows: 

5) In cases stipulated under Article 9.7 (b), (c), (d) and 9.11 of this Law providing information about the medium, place and time of information publication as well as changes of the deadline for the provision of information.
Article 10. Read Article 11 as follows: 

“Article 11. Procedure of Refusing to Provide Information 
1. Managing official of information possessor or person responsible for freedom of information shall decline provision of oral information if response to the inquiry is outside the authority of information possessor and/or inquiry does not meet the requirements of Article 9.2 and 9.3 of this Law. 
2. Provision of information requested by written or electronic inquiry may be refused only on grounds stipulated by the law. 

3. In case of refusing the provision of information requested by written or electronic inquiry the information possessor shall inform the applicant about it in writing within a 5-day period following the receipt of inquiry indicating ground for refusal, i.e. respective norm of the Law as well as procedure for appealing the refusal”.   

Article 11. Repeal void Article 12.1 and 12.4 of the Law. 

Article 12. In Article 13.2 of the Law: 

1) Read (2) as follows: 

“2) Clearly explains the procedure and conditions of providing information, provide clarification and advice on provision of information to the person seeking information;”;

2) Add a new para (21) after para (2) to read as follows: 

“21) Shall help in the formulation of written inquiry and in case of possibility – also prepare the written inquiry;”. 

Article 13. Replace the words “para (3)” in Article 14.2 of the Law with the words “para 3 (1) to (3)”. 
Article 14. This Law becomes effective on the 10th day following its official promulgation. 
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LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
ON MAKING AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA ON STATE DUTIES 

Article 1. Add a new para 43 in Article 43 of the Republic of Armenia Law on State Duties dated 27 December 1997 (HO-186) to read as follows: 
“91. Except for cases stipulated by this Law local duty for the provision of information or its duplicate (copy) by local self-governance entities and their institutions shall be defined as follows: 
	“43. Except for cases stipulated by this Law for the provision of information or its duplicate (copy) by state entities and state institutions: 
	In the amount of 1.5% of base duty for every printed or copied page exceeding 10 pages; 
In the amount of 30% of base duty for any electronic medium (disk, CD, DVD); 
In the amount of 30% of base duty for any cassette; 
In the amount of base duty for any videocassette”. 


Article 3. This Law becomes effective on the 10th day following its official promulgation. 
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LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
ON MAKING AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA ON LOCAL DUTIES AND PAYMENTS 
Article 1. Add a new para 91 after Article 10.9 of the Republic of Armenia Law on Local Duties and Payments dated 26 December 1997 (HO-185) to read as follows: 
“91. Except for cases stipulated by this Law local duty for the provision of information or its duplicate (copy) by local self-governance entities and their institutions shall be defined as follows: 
a) AMD 15 for every printed or copied page exceeding 10 pages; 
b) AMD 300 for any electronic medium (disk, CD, DVD); 
c) AMD 300 for any cassette; 
d) AMD 1000 for any videocassette.” 
Article 2. This Law becomes effective on the 10th day following its official promulgation. 
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